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Wheeling’s Past
and Present

OUR ECONOMIC
STRENGTHS IN Numbers

I

W

ncorporated in 1894, the Village of Wheeling originated as an overnight
rest stop for travelers journeying from Chicago to the Wisconsin
Territory via the overland trail known today as Milwaukee Avenue.
The inns, taverns, and eateries established in the 1830s on this major
corridor developed into Wheeling’s Restaurant Row. In step with the
growth of Metro Chicago, Wheeling emerged as a thriving center for
industry and commerce in the 1960s.
Today, Wheeling’s residents and business owners enjoy vibrant
neighborhoods, award-winning public and recreational amenities, and
robust commercial districts. The Village of Wheeling’s present growth
and prosperity stems from our premier location in Chicagoland’s North
Shore trade area, where Wheeling has reached a diverse population of
40,000 people and encompasses over 850 businesses.
Wheeling’s municipal government innovates every day, with a councilmanager organization in which a professional village manager directs
day-to-day operations, while policymaking is the task of an elected
village president and board of trustees. Residents are encouraged to
take an active role in community affairs. The Village of Wheeling has
a dedicated professional staff that keeps Wheeling at the forefront of
municipal enhancement and modernization.
4Village of Wheeling www.wheelingil.gov

2

hether Wheeling is new to you,
or you know Wheeling like your
favorite book, there is always something
to learn about this amazing community.
Some facts and figures are highlighted
below:

2k+

Over 2,000 acres in Wheeling
are zoned for commerce and industry,
which shows our dedication to the
business community.

50k sq.ft.

Wheeling has over 17,000,000 square
feet of retail, office, commercial,
hospitality, and industrial space, which
makes our community a commerce
powerhouse within the North Shore
trade area.

With over 400
rooms and over 50,000 square feet of
conference room and ballroom space,
Wheeling’s Westin Chicago North Shore
is the largest hotel by number of rooms
in the communities served by Chicago’s
North Shore Convention & Visitors
Bureau: a premier facility to host a
reception or corporate meeting, or for
a nice weekend getaway.

Pop: 40k The daytime population

50 years

17,000,000 sq.ft.

is just as high as the residential
population of 40,000 given that there are
over 850 businesses located in Wheeling.

15k/day

Seven major roads
carry over 15,000 vehicles per day
through Wheeling, enhancing the
customer base for the great restaurants
and retailers in our commercial
corridors.

Bill Stasek Chevrolet,
one of the largest Corvette dealerships in
the Midwest, has called Wheeling home
for over 50 years.

20

There are over 20 shopping
centers located in Wheeling, ranging
in size from 5,000-square-foot
neighborhood centers to 150,000-squarefoot regional shopping centers serving
North Shore communities.
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T

ransportation and accessibility remain
among Wheeling’s best assets.
Interstate 294 runs along the eastern
boundary of the Village, with interchanges
at Lake Cook and Palatine Roads. I-294
allows quick access to O’Hare International
Airport, Chicago’s Loop, and the regional
interstate system. Illinois 53, just west
of Wheeling via Lake Cook and Dundee
Roads, also leads to the interstate system.
Additionally, Wheeling is home to and
co-owner of Chicago Executive Airport,
the third-busiest airport in Chicagoland
after O’Hare and Midway, with over 95,000
takeoffs and landings annually. Commuter
rail is available to those who live in, work
in, and visit Wheeling via the Metra North
Central Line at the Wheeling Metra Station.
The North Central Line has regular service
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Location in Illinois

to and from Chicago’s
Union Station, O’Hare
Airport,
and suburban communities
farther north. Public
transportation within the Village
and to nearby communities is
provided
by Pace buses.

MOUNT
PROSPECT

23

miles to
DOWNTOWN CHICAGO

7

miles TO
O’HARE Airport

26

miles to
MIDWAY Airport

4Metra North Central Line
www.wheelingil.gov/489/METRA
4Pace Bus www.pacebus.com
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95K+
FLIGHTS/YEAR

CHICAGOLAND’S THIRD
BUSIEST AIRPORT

INTERNATIONAL GATEWAY

L

ike most airports across our nation,
Chicago Executive Airport was once
a modest grass strip created by early
aviation enthusiasts when airplanes were a
novelty and travel by air was an uncommon
luxury. The airport was purchased in 1953
by George Priester, who expanded and
developed the facility until 1986, when it
was purchased by Wheeling and Prospect
Heights.
A US Customs Office is located onsite at
Chicago Executive Airport. The airport is a
transformative building block and powerful
economic engine for the surrounding area.
Chicago Executive Airport produces direct
and indirect economic benefits, such as tax
revenue and increased business activity
for local industry and retail operations
across a wide range of enterprises,
including hotels and restaurants. Recent
multi-million-dollar investments—such
as the construction of a new US Customs
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Office and other facilities—have expanded
the airport’s capacity to serve both the
general and business aviation sectors.
The primary users of Chicago Executive
Airport include private airplane owners,
flight schools, businesses that maintain
corporate aircraft, and major national and
international corporations. More than 200
aircraft are based at the field.
Located just north of Chicago, Chicago
Executive Airport provides travelers with
the convenience of being within easy reach
of one of the most dynamic and vibrant
cities in America. Thanks to the airport’s
proximity to interstate highways, Chicago’s
famous Magnificent Mile and bustling
financial district are only minutes away,
and many Fortune 500 companies are
closer yet.
4Chicago Executive Airport
www.chiexec.com

The Illinois Department of Transportation has named Chicago Executive Airport the Reliever Airport of the Year for multiple years due to its centralized location and size.

7

Heritage Park Soccer Field

Chevy Chase Country Club
Built in 1920, the Chevy Chase Country Club continues to serve as a beautiful recreational gem in our community. A
ballroom, restaurant, and three banquet rooms complement the Club’s 18-hole championship golf course—the ideal
setting for weddings, dances, and social events.

Wheeling High School Nano Lab

W

LIVING & LEARNING
IN WHEELING

F

rom primary through secondary grade levels, there
are six elementary schools and two middle schools
that serve Wheeling students – many of which are
walking distance from residences. Wheeling’s secondary
education students attend either Wheeling or Buffalo
Grove High Schools. Wheeling High School has become
a leading high school model in preparing students for
the 21st Century. It offers Advanced Placement courses
as well as programs in engineering fields, biomedical
science, automation and robotics, architecture, media,
aviation, professional certifications and more.

Aquatic Center
An award-winning outdoor summer swim/activity center serves as a regional destination
for residents and visitors of all ages.
Korean Cultural Center of Chicago (KCCOC)
The KCCOC attracts tens of thousands of visitors annually with its art gallery, museum,
cultural and educational programming, and special events.

heeling’s residents enjoy a high standard
of living in a wide variety of housing. Young
parents can find great single-family homes in
Wheeling’s established, tree-lined neighborhoods.
Active homeowners and empty nesters appreciate
the well-maintained condominium and townhome
developments in the Village. In addition, Wheeling
offers an assortment of rental housing, ranging
from luxury to affordable apartments to modern
townhomes. Residents will be pleased to find
shopping centers—from small mom-and-pop stores
to big-box retailers such as Target, Walmart, Binny’s
and more—within a few miles of their homes. In
addition, the Wheeling area provides a broad array
of places of worship.

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST
4Community Recreation Center
4Indian Trails Public Library
4Korean Cultural Center of Chicago
4Wheeling Historical Society Museum

Wheeling residents also benefit from quality higher
education options. William Rainey Harper College,
a leading two-year community college, serves
Wheeling, offering certificate, associate degree, and
college transfer programs. National Louis University
has a campus in Wheeling that offers graduate-level
courses in business and education.
4Wheeling Park District
www.wheelingparkdistrict.com
4Wheeling High School
www.d214.org/whs
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Click here to
view all of the
dining options in
Wheeling

LAKE COOK ROAD
Brew Pub
Family-Style Italian

T

Live Music, Shopping & More

T

he Wheeling area offers countless shopping and
entertainment choices for families and visitors.
Wheeling is within minutes of regional shopping
destinations, 35 minutes from downtown Chicago,
and 15 minutes from the Chicago Botanic Garden
and the famous outdoor music venue Ravinia.

Deli Sandwiches

German Fare

Winery

Surf & Turf
Seafood Market

Coffee Shop

NUE
AVE
KEE
WAU
MIL

he finest dining in the northern suburbs is
found on Wheeling’s Restaurant Row along the
west bank of the Des Plaines River. This stretch of
Milwaukee Avenue is home to some of the bestknown restaurants in the Chicago area. Restaurant
Row attracts Chicago-area connoisseurs to sample
culinary delights from cultures around the world.

Classic Italian

Brunch & Banquet

Neighborhood Tavern

Specialty Pizza

Specialty Coffee

Hibachi Grill

American Fare

DUNDEE ROAD
Specialty Desserts

Coffee Bar

Fresh Sushi

Classic Breakfast
Delicatessen

Pizza & Pub

Rustic Italian
Asian Cuisine
Fast Casual
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Car Hop / Drive-In
Legendary Seafood

Superdawg Drive-In
is featured alongside the Eiffel Tower, the Great Wall
of China, Mount Everest, and Niagara Falls in the book
1,000 Places to See Before You Die. Superdawg Drive-In
is one of the last authentic drive-in restaurants in
the nation with a “Car-Hop-In-A-Wire” Ordermatic
electronic ordering system and authentic car-hops
serving your meal on a tray hung from your car window.
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Principal Employers
Aargus Plastics
Accellent
Allstate Insurance
Argon Medical Devices
Bob Chinn’s Crab House
Crescent Cardboard
Durable Packaging
Engis Corporation
Greek American Rehabilitation
& Care Centre
Handi-Foil
Keats Manufacturing Co.
Midland Paper
Reynolds Consumer Products
Richelieu Foods
SG360º
Sherwin-Williams
Target
Walmart
Westin Chicago North Shore
Wieland Metals

Industry

W
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heeling is a thriving center of
commerce and industry in the
North Shore trade area. The Village has
approximately 14 million square feet of
industrial space, and continually leads
nearby communities with its low vacancy
rate in that category. Wheeling is also
home to over 850 licensed businesses.
Historically, Wheeling’s unemployment rate
has been lower than those of the Chicago
Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area and
the State of Illinois per Illinois Department
of Employment Security statistics.
Employment growth continues to be the
rule in the Wheeling marketplace.

• Immediate highway access to I-294, I-53,
and regional highways

4Greater Wheeling Area Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
www.wheelingareachamber.com

• 50+ industries / business sectors
represented

• Co-owner of Chicago Executive Airport,
the third-busiest in Chicagoland, seven
miles north of O’Hare International Airport
• Freight rail service
• Passenger service at the Wheeling Metra
train station offering easy commuter
options for our diverse, skilled, professional
workforce
• Modern industrial parks housing
approximately 14 million square feet under
roof

STRATEGIC PLANNING

T

oday, as the area destination for dining and
entertainment and as a major job center, the
Village of Wheeling is focusing on the community’s
future by leveraging its continued growth to develop
a transit-oriented Town Center as reflected in
Wheeling Town Center and Uptown 500 projects.
The acres of land surrounding the Wheeling Metra
Station are transforming through the various
stages to realize this vision. The Village is guiding
the process of creating additional development
opportunities in this unique neighborhood—which
includes the recent redevelopment of the 85-acre
Heritage Park—to create a bustling destination for
future residents, shoppers, and business owners
to populate an innovative transit-oriented center.
For information on participating in these ongoing
development efforts and bringing your project from
rendering to ribbon-cutting, please contact the
Department of Economic Development.
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2 Community Boulevard
Wheeling, IL 60090
847.459.2605
www.wheelingil.gov
Contact Economic Development staff for
information regarding:
• Finding a location for your business
• Land development opportunities
throughout Wheeling
• Business investment incentives, including
property tax incentives
• TIF incentives within the Village’s active
TIF Districts
• Restaurant and Retail Build-Out Grant
Assistance for eligible commercial spaces
• Up-to-date inventory of available land
and buildings for sale or lease
• Assistance with identifying state and
regional business development programs

Click here to
grow your
business or
development
project
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