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The Future of Wheeling:
Comprehensive Planning Process Begins

The Wheeling Board of Trustees and Camiros, that will provide Village planners with a includes three parcels currently in
the Plan Commission have embarked visual representation of where Wheeling is today unincorporated Cook County that
on a year-long project to revise the and what impact current trends hold for the future. are surrounded by Wheeling and is

Village’s Comprehensive Plan. The
plan is an effort to set the develop-
ment agenda for the next 20 years. It

“The Comprehensive Plan is not a simple subject to possible annexation.

document,” said Village Planner Jeffrey

) SPURNTR Harris. “It will detail a complex strategy to “T'he combprehensive bDlan
W,IH h(?lp estabhsh prior ities and , direct Village growth for the next twogy » ’
direction for residential, commercial decades. It will help us resolve such questions . . . wz// detail a complex
and industrial properties. as, how do we want to develop a proposed . .

The Board approved the hiring of downtown center? What street plans do we strategy to direct Village
Chicago planning firm Camiros to have in place?”

: ) rowth for the next two
guide the project. The company has In addition to setting the tone for future s f

glready begun analyzing and favaluat- Village growth, the plan will suggest, in the decades.”

ing raw data, such as census figures case of commercial and industrial properties,

and land-use surveys. what incentives need to be developed to Public Meetings Planned
Create Electronic Map provide for that growth. The Village currently is

At least four public meetings will be
held to seek input from residents
about how they would like to see the
Village proceed. The date for the first
meeting has not yet been set, but it’s

The data will form the working with two tax increment finance districts
and has, at various times,
issued special (6b) bonds
to encourage business

foundation of an electronic
map, constructed by

expansion. likely to be held in late April.
O@ ) ﬁlﬂ re;alllis;ieviz vzgif)l- The Plan Commission expects to
d & WIE h ‘}:’ finish work on the plan by early
INTO SPRING etermine whether 2003. The Board of Trustees will

development priorities
should shift more toward
residential, commercial
or industrial properties.
The land under review

vote on the final document shortly
thereafter. The current comprehen-
sive plan was developed in 1985
and updated in 1997.

They danced the night
away at the annual
late-winter event,

‘Dancing into Spring, Inside this issue

at Chevy Chase
Country Club. Pro-
ceeds from the dance,
organized by the
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“T'he Village’s
subdivisions are
fully lighted.
Residents
appreciate  the
poles, which are
not only new and
fresh but have all
the junction
wiring  enclosed

and out of sight.”

— Street

Supervisor

Jeff Kopper
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2002 Capital Improvements

Program Set

Wheeling’s long-term facelift efforts
will get a boost in 2002, with the
Public Works Department planning
several extensive capital improve-
ment projects.

The Dunhurst I & I subdivisions will
see water main replacement, complet-
ing work begun last year. The new
water mains, constructed of ductile
iron, replace aging cast-iron pipes
that account for a significant failure
rate.

“This is an ambitious project,” said
Water Division Supervisor Scott Lark,
“but the residents’ quality of life will
improve significantly. We won’t have
to dig up the parkway as often, and
residents won’t lose service when the
old mains fail and

Public Works is also embarking on the fourth year of
a 10-year program to install street lighting in many
neighborhoods. The first three years of the program
involved installation of new lighting in areas that
were unlit. This year, Public Works may start replac-
ing up to 54 wooden, and often deteriorated, ComEd
poles with aluminum poles that are standard
elsewhere in the Village.

The work will focus on Hollywood Ridge, Poplar
Grove and Dunhurst IV subdivisions. State highways
under IDOT’s control, such as Dundee Rd., are not
affected by the lighting program, currently budgeted
at $195,000 a year.

“There are no more lighting gaps in the Village. The
Village’s subdivisions are fully lighted,” said Street
Supervisor Jeff Kopper. “Residents appreciate the
poles, which are not only new and fresh but have all
the junction wiring enclosed and out of sight.”

Modify Diversion Channel

water service has
to be shut off.”

Kids Benefit from
Awareness Training

After playing the “friendly stranger,’
Wheeling Police Corporal Mike Rompala
demonstrates for a second-grader at Jack
London School what happens when
children get too close, don’t run and and fail
to sound a loud alarm. About 30 children
went through several days of awareness
training. The classes are an outgrowth of

efforts over the last two years to instruct women how to be
more aware of their surroundings and the people around
them. The Wheeling Police Department wanted to apply
those lessons to help children who might be approached by
a ‘friendly stranger’ and prevent abduction.

The recently completed Wheeling
Diversion Channel may be modified
this year to accommodate fiber optic
cables owned by Ameritech. The
phone company wants to install a
box culvert at the north end of the
channel as a support for its cables.
Ameritech has committed $275,000
to the project — a joint effort with the
Village, whose involvement has yet to
be determined.

Senior Commission
Plans Summer
Concert Series

The Wheeling Senior Citizens Commission has
begun planning a series of jazz concerts at the
Pavilion Senior Center in June, July and August.
These events will be family affairs held on Sunday
afternoons. For information, contact the Pavilion
Senior Center at 847-459-2672 and see future
issues of Village Views.

Wheeling is on the Web at www.vi.wheeling.il.us
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ASTRIKE! Sabre paws eagerly and

S ab re \J O i n S th e F O rC e clues Officer Mike Porzycki to

something that needs further in-
vestigation. The canine team trains

Sabre is an eager, young pup, raring to go. A “Lots of things go on after dark,” weekly in suburban Lake County.
genuine German police dog born in Germany, he’s said Porzycki. “Sabre gives us the

alert and panting with anticipation as Wheeling ears and the nose that we humans

Officer Mike Porzycki freezes. Sabre halts in mid- don’t naturally have to detect

pant, waiting, eyes darting warily. Then the com- things that go bump in the night.”

mand comes: “TAKE him!” Sabre lunges, and

Sabreisa G hepherd
Porzycki unleashes the dog. forc 18 @ Hermian Shep 16T, one

of the best breeds for this work,

Sabre is the latest addition to the Wheeling P.D. He born in Germany in 1999. He

and Porzycki have just completed eight weeks of migrated to the U.S. in 2000 and
intense training at Tops Kennels in Grayslake, which began his training last year. He
has been training dogs for 28 years. Tops takes attracted the attention of trainers
advantage of Sabre’s natural play drive and uses it as looking for the qualities that
motivation to find drugs and pick up human scent. comprise a top-quality police dog.
The cooperation between these two partners is He ha(_l that alertpess, that i
precise. Man and dog are locked on one objective: the attention to detail, that play drive.

suspect. It's the way they fight crime in the Wheeling “Nitro had it for nine years. He
Police Department’s 14-year-old Canine Unit. Now, earned his place.” said Porzycki. “I
the new team is officially on patrol, where Sabre anticipate Sabre will serve

strikes fear in the hearts of thieves, robbers and residents for at least that long.”

raiders. That’s the idea.

Police handlers retire from the

“Awell-trained dog can detect and locate drugs, find Canine Unit when their dogs do.
evidence, and apprehend offenders who believe they That’s what happened with Nitro and
have outwitted the police,” said Porzcycki. Dogs have his partner, Officer Randy Olsberg. .
playeda significanf) rolein Wheelings crimez-gfighting Thepdogs, whether on ac?[’ive dut§ or Wanted: N linizs
efforts since 1987. Sabre’s predecessor, Nitro, retired in retirement, become part of the of Wheeli ng
in early 2001. He had reached his golden years, and it family. When their crook-hunting days Homeowner
was time for a rest. It took from then until now to are over, they spend their time .
identify a suitable replacement dog and train him and remembering what it was like when Re prese ntatives
his handler, Porzycki, for work on the streets that are the pup was young and raring to go.
the precinct of the night shift. If you are a homeowner associa-
tion president or represent
) Lo ) a neighborhood or housing
Wheeling Homeowner Association/Neighborhood complex in Wheeling, we'd
Representative Information like to know how to get in
touch with you. Having an
Name up-to-date list of home-
Address owner association presi-
dents enables us to send
Daytime phone Evening phone timely information that can
Email Fax be included in your
newsletter or posted in
Group you represent: lobbies, club houses or
. common areas. Please
Term expires:
Mail to: Village of Wheeling, Village Manager’s office, 255 W. Dundee Rd., Wheeling, IL. 60090 complete the form at left
or fax to 847-459-9692. (E-mail to cgervase@www.vi.wheeling .il.us) and mail or fax it to us.

Wheeling is on the Web at www.vi.wheeling.il.us




Village Views

“We
the  deteriorating
condition of Dundee
Rd. and encouraged
IDOT to resurface the
roadbed ... the

improvements — will

recognized

provide  motorists
with — smoother
driving.”

— Acting Public
Works Director,
Guy Kolberg
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Road-Construction Season:
How It Will Affect Wheeling

Dundee Rd. is set for repaving. The
McHenry Rd. bottleneck is about to be
unblocked. And Wolf Rd. has been
targeted for widening,

The Illinois Department of Transpor-
tation (IDOT) plans to begin work on
Dundee Rd. in late April or early May.
Plans call for patching, milling and
repaving the busy Rte. 68 from
Kennicott Rd., east of Rte. 53 (Arling-
ton Heights), to Milwaukee Ave. in
Wheeling and on to Waukegan Rd. in
Northbrook. The project will complete
the resurfacing of Dundee Rd. as it
connects to a job finished last year
from Waukegan Rd. east.

“Since this is not a Village of Wheeling project, unfortu-
nately we have little control over construction sched-
ules,” said Acting Public Works Director Guy Kolberg,
“But we recognized the deteriorating condition of
Dundee Rd. and encouraged IDOT to resurface the
roadbed as soon as practical. There will be temporary
dislocation of traffic, but the resulting improvements will
provide motorists with smoother driving.”

Plote Construction Co., of Elgin, was the low bidder and
has been awarded the $5.5 million contract. Construc-
tion is expected to start in early spring, with a completion
date of July 28, according to IDOT. Traffic in the construc-
tion zone will be limited to one lane in each direction. Left
turns will be prohibited at various times, but so-called
“right-in, right-out” turns will not be affected.

Permanent overnight lane closures will occur until July 1,
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so construction crews can patch the concrete
between Kennicott Rd. and Milwaukee Ave. After July
1, crews will work days only, with no nighttime lane
closures. IDOT anticipates relatively few repairs to
the roadbed, although some manhole covers will
have to be raised to be flush with the new surface.

Route 83 Improvements

IDOT is also poised to make significant improvements
on IL Rte. 83 from Dundee Rd. to Lake Cook Rd. in
Wheeling. Construction will begin in late summer or
early fall with utility work involving ComEd and Nicor
Gas.

The $8.1 million project will replace the current
drainage ditches with underground storm sewers.
The sewer work will be done in stages, first on one
side of the street, then on the other.

The present two-lane roadway will be removed and
replaced with four lanes plus a left-turn lane serving
both directions. The temporary traffic light at the
intersection of McHenry Rd. and Lexington Dr. will
become permanent. The intersection of McHenry Rd.
and Rte. 83 will be widened and resurfaced. Engi-
neers also will make modifications to the traffic signals.
The project will be completed by late fall, 2003, with
the exception of tree and shrubbery planting.

Bridge Over Railroad Tracks
The Cook County Highway Department (CCHD)

Continued on page5

Wheeling is on the Web at www.vi.wheeling.il.us
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Al Va5 I paks
began work on the highway W%/{%{/{/{/g%{///
bridge over the Canadian ////// //////(///‘/////////// /

National Railroad tracks on B s ke
Lake Cook Rd. in mid-February. %j///’////‘///////‘/'////'//‘/// i D777
The bridge, between Northgate /’/WW 7 7

Pkwy. and Lexington Dr., will be W//WV//%’{/{% /,//'/ '%%'WW%
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on the south side of the bridge. An 18-foot sidewalk WM%W//W%{?[/'
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The early substructure bridgework will have little ,///{‘4/,/{?/‘//;//////{‘///// / 7% ,/.,////(y” A 566
impact on traffic. However, CCHD anticipates that, /4 7 /{/'/’////”//' Z NWi727 / 'I///;/%{/é/{)///%{(,?//
starting in March, traffic will be redirected to two 7 %/{WW%%%%};%%W4
lanes on one side as work proceeds on the remain- //W%///%/f%{//}// %/Z/%W%%/?%
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million project is scheduled for completion by W%f{/é‘/{%{/{/ ¢%%/;WW.
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Looking ahead, IDOT is planning to widen Wolf Rd. / i

with the addition of a left turn lane serving both //////// / 7 A %
directions. The work will affect the area between S I B 38 I M) A,‘ 7 77/ 7 W/
/(// 7 // / /«//(://'/m/'/u'{{/:/m 'r{//mz
Manchester Dr. and Milwagkeg Ave. The project is :%%’W// W/{?W ,
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foot sidewalks. The temporary traffic light at the ' %/W / W%///j 4/‘/“/)/'}:}’/:‘/‘/2‘,”/’{'//"
corner of Strong Ave. will become permanent. When "// 7% "}/ 2 WWW
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Refuse Contract
Renewed; Seniors Get Discount s e of G

deal, V'illage seniors

The Village has signed a two-year extension to the Village Hall, 255 W. Dundee Rd., or at

contract for refuse removal with Was.te Management www.vi.wheeling.il.us. Then click on will get a 25 percent
Northwest. The agreement has no price increase for the Reference Desk | Forms and Permits

first year and caps possible future increases in the | Refuse Discount Application: discount fro w

second year at no more than three percent. As part of Seniors. For more information, call

the new deal, Village seniors will get a 25 percent Village Hall at 847-459-2600. regular  waste

discount from regular waste removal rates. . .
8 Waste Management will also issue a

The discount is not automatic. Seniors over age 65 need  magnetic reminder of days refuse
to complete a discount application, which is available at pickup will be delayed.

removal rates.”’

Wheeling is on the Web at www.vi.wheeling.il.us
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Seniors Needed to
Teach Computer
Classes

The Pavilion Senior Center is
organizing computer classes and
needs some senior volunteers
with basic computer skills to
teach the courses. Senior Net, a
national organization based in
California, provides the training
materials. “Volunteers do not
have to know how to teach,”
said Director of Senior Citizens
Services Nancy Janssen, “we’ll
teach them.” Teacher instruction
will begin in May. Community
classes will follow later in the
year. For information, call
847-459-2672.
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MARrcH/APRIL 2002 PAGE 6
Volunteers Needed for appropriate houses for this year’s paint-up, spruce-up
Community Disaster Drill effort. The program is available to seniors over 60 and
The Village of Wheeling and METRA handicapped homeowners of any age who are unable
will host a community disaster drill, to paint themselves.

Saturday, May 18th. Volunteers are Income requirements are $25,000 or less in annual
needed from 7:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  income and a monthly household income of $2,083.
to serve as “patients” and “passen- Unusual expenses, such as prescriptions, will be

gers” on a commuter train involved in  considered. Applications are available at the Senior
asimulated accident. Volunteers must ~ Center, Village Hall and Indian Trails Library. For more

be at least 13 years old and accompa- information, contact Nancy Janssen, Director of Senior

nied by an adult if under 17. Citizens Services, at 847-459-2672.

For more information, contact the Fire Department Provides

Wheeling Fire Department at 847- Alarm Assistance

ﬁ59'2662 during normal business Not sure where to install smoke detectors? Or perhaps
ours. what type of fire extinguisher to buy? Or how to

Paint-A-Thon Houses Contunuedonpage 7

Sought

Planners of the 2002 Paint-A-Thon in L 00 k H omewa rd

the northwest suburbs are seeking
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change batteries in your home alarm if
your health is an issue? The Wheeling
Fire Department is ready to assist. For
information and help with smoke
detectors or carbon monoxide (CO)
detectors, call the Fire Department at
847-459-2662.

However, If you suspect a CO problem
in your home or business, call 9-1-1 for
immediate assistance from the Fire
Department.

Parkway Tree Trimming
to Start in March

Tree-trimming crews from the Depart-
ment of Public Works are scheduled to
begin work in early March. The 2002
program will focus on the following
subdivisions: East Dunhurst - Units 1 &
2; Longtree/Kingsport; and Ridgefield.

Public Works notes that the regular
pruning and trimming of parkway trees
is important to preserve the health and
appearance of the trees and prevent
damage to life and property. Various
live limbs will be trimmed to restore the
shapes of trees, while dead, hazardous,
and low hanging live limbs will be
removed to protect pedestrians and
vehicles.

Community Calendar:
What’s Happening in Wheeling on...

March

13- Blood drive, Main Fire Station, 255 W. Dundee

Rd., 2:30-7p.m.

17 - Pancake Breakfast, St. Joseph the Worker
church, 181 W. Dundee Rd. 7:30-11:30 a.m. Proceeds

benefit July 4 celebration.
19 - Primary Election
April

7 - Spaghetti Dinner, Am-Vets, 700 Old McHenry Rd.,
noon-5 p.m. Proceeds benefit July 4 celebration.

Wheeling is on the Web at www.vi.wheeling.il.us

Schedule of Regular Meetings

Village Board — Every Monday, 7:30 p.m.

Plan Commission — 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the
month, 7 p.m.

Board of Health - 4th Tuesday, every other month,
7 p.m.

Human Rights Commission — 3rd Tuesday of the
month, 7:15 p.m., south half of Village Hall lunch
room.

Senior Citizens Commission — 3rd Monday of
the month, 10 a.m., Village Hall, south half of
lunchroom.

Fire and Police Commission — 3rd
Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m., Fire
Department training room.

Palwaukee Airport Commission —
3rd Wednesday of the month, Com-
mittee of the Whole meeting, 7 p.m.,
regular meeting, 8 p.m., Airport
offices, 1020 South Plant Rd.

Economic Development Commis-
sion — 1st Tuesday of each month, 8
a.m., south half of Village Hall lunch
room.

Board of Ethics — 3rd Thursday of
January, April, July and October, 7 p.m.,
south half of Village Hall lunch room.

Attend
Public

Meetings

Residents are
invited to attend
public meetings of
Village boards and
Most
meet in the 1illage
Hall  Councilroom,
unless

noted at left.

COMMISSIONS.

otherwise
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Wireless 911 Service Launched

Wireless 911 service has arrived in Wheeling
for cell phone and personal communication
users. The system provides immediate
access to both fire and police departments
during emergency situations.

Before the system was fully implemented
in late December, callers were required to
contact their wireless operators, who
attempted to route the call to the appro-
priate public safety agency. If callers dialed
911 on their cellular phone, they received
arecording that the service was not
available in this area. Now, the nearest
transmission tower takes the wireless 911
call and routes it to the dispatch center.

Wheeling shares its system with the Village
of Glenview, which hosts the primary
equipment facility. The state-of-the-art
installation provides dispatchers with the
caller’s wireless number, the name of the
registered user, location of the transmis-
sion tower, and the direction of the call
from the tower (north, south, etc.).

The project required the installation of
new receiving equipment and multiple
phone lines in the new dispatch center,
located in the Glenview Fire Department,
as well as development of a computer

database based upon the geographic
boundaries of the Village of Wheeling.

“Most wireless emergency calls eventually
involve the fire department,” said
Wheeling Fire Chief Keith MaclIsaac.
“Police calls are immediately routed to
Wheeling Police Department dispatchers.”

Maclsaac anticipates that, as technology
advances, the system will be tied into global
positioning satellites within the next five
years. “When that happens, we’ll be able to
pinpoint the caller’s position within a few
feet instead of several yards.”

Begun in 1999, the project required
coordination with all wireless providers
and potential receivers of calls (such as
Cook and Lake County Sheriff’s Depart-
ments; Illinois State Police; the Village of
Northbrook; and Northwest Central
Dispatch, which covers Prospect Heights,
Arlington Heights and Buffalo Grove).

During the development period, the
number of service providers shrank to
seven from 11 due to consolidations and
takeovers. The providers currently serving
Wheeling include Cingular, Primeco,

AT&T Wireless, Voicestream, Verizon,
Sprint PCS, and Nextel.
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Wheeling to Begin
Board Telecasts

The Village will begin televising meetings
of the Board of Trustees on March 11.
The meetings will be aired live on cable
Channel 17 and also taped for later
rebroadcast.

The two cameras installed in the
Councilroom will be manually con-
trolled. The Village is seeking volunteers
to direct the shots and handle other
related duties as required. Those with a
background in video production are
especially encouraged to apply.

For the present, the videotapes will be
archived. Later, the Village anticipates
possibly upgrading the system by adding
a digital video disk (DVD) recorder for
longer recording time and easier storage.

SoundVision of Elgin began installing the
cameras, lights and an upgraded sound
system in early January.

For more information, call Acting Village
Manager Jim Grabowski at 847-459-2617.

VILLAGE OF WHEELING

255 WEsT DunDEE RoAD

WHEELING, IL 60090
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